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therefore, without more Ceremony, only 


OUR Requeſts have always, 
with me, the Force of Com- 
mands; and I am, on ſo many 
accounts, your - Debtor, that 
there is no Service I can do, but what 


you have a Right to demand, even in 


point of common Juſtice. I am no ways 
uneaſy under the preſent Task you have 


1mpos'd upon me, becauſe, tho' other- 
wiſe, it might perhaps be diſagreeable 
enough ; yet it gives me the better Op- 


portunity of ſhewing what a juſt Senſe 
I have of the Honour you do me by your 
Friendſhip and Correſpondence. I will 


beg leave to repeat the two Queſtions 


propos d to me in your laſt ; and, at pre- 
ſent, only give you the beſt Anſwer] an 
able to the firſt of them, in what follows. 


Q. 1. Whether it be true, that upon occa- 
ſion of the late Addreſs from the Cit 
Clergy, ſome of them did indu ſtrion 

abſent themſelves from the Place uf 
Meeting? And if ſo, for what Reaſons? 


Q2. 


(2) 
Q 2. What is their Opinion of the Ad- 
47%, «s it is now printed in the Ga- 
rette? 


As to your firſt Queſtion, it is true, th 
that ſome, and they not a few, nor the 
leaſt eminent of che Clergy, did induſtri- 
oully abſent themſelves; and two or three 
others, who thought it their Duty to pay 
that Deference to the Summons of their 
Diacefan, did attend his Lordſhip at St. 
Pais, who yet, after they had heard 
ahe Addreſs twice read, returned back 
without ſigning it. Theſe latter did real- 
{Jy diſapprove of the Addreſs; but the 
Jormer-having never ſeen it, could not he 
tuppoled at that time to govern them- 
felves by this Conſideration: Fhey had 
then other things in vie x. 
Ad I dare ay you know-them ſo well, 1 
As that you will perfectly acquit them 
from the Imputation of intending aay 
Diſreſpect to ny Lord of London in at. | 
Lou known Clergy, who ha ve a greater 
Regard for their Biſhop, nor any, who 
more juſtly and readily defer to his 
Lordſhip's Judgment, than they do. 
They have always ſhew'd it, by a cheer- 
Ful Concurrence with him, in all the Ap- 
+ plications. of this nature, whether to the 
late King and Queen, or to her * 
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© rhem, that they found themſulves 
to att a different Fart cow; from: w H 
they had ever before done; 
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nion, not to- make any Addreſs at al, ar 
this juncture. 200 
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; and it was no ſmall Conor u to 


oblig' d 
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they were fo u y at preſent, asi not 
to come up to e Sentiments 
in this: matter, and that A tkeſe to 
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3 Beckuſe they wore 


2. Becauſe ofthe unvfuat, and: as th 


thod, that Was talten in che Ma 


nagement 


of rhis Addreſs. oft DOE ono 


1. They were 


perſtccely of opihiom not 
to malte a 


Addreſs at al at this jun- 


ign as for- 
m for which they were not only as 
thankful to God, but as ready to expres 
their Congratulations to her Majeſty, as 
they did not 
underſtand that this was to be any part of 


the intended Addrefs. On the other hand, 


they were told; that it was only to vindi- 
cate themſelves from an Aſperſion faid to 


de lately caſt upon them hy Mr. Eeſh, of 
their: being no Friends to the Houſe Ut | 


Hannover.” 2 
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(4) 
Now whether Mr. Leſh had really 
reflected upon them or not, as they are 
nat very clear in that Point, ſo admitting 
he had, they could not apprehend it of 
ſuch conſequence to their Character, as 
to merit a particular Addreſs whereby to 
vindicate themſelves. They ever look'd 
upon Le#ſly as a profeſs'd Enemy; had, 
with great regret, obſerv'd,, him to be 

the Champion of the Nane Cauſe; and 
one whoſe chief, if not whole Studies 


were bent to attack and arraign our Con- 
ſtitution. They could not therefore ex- 


pect but to be miſrepreſented by ſuch a 
one, and thought it would be doing the 


-Wretch too much Honour, either to think 
that any Dart could wound that came out 
of ſuch a Quiver, or that whatever he could 
ſay upon this Head, deſerv'd any better 


Treatment than Silence and Contempt. 


| -.. Beſides, they have too much confi- 
dence in their own Integrity, and hope 
their Conduct has been ſuch ever ſince 
the Reyolution, as to leave no room 
to be ſuſpected on this. Article. On the 
other hand, they are firmly perſuaded, | 


That, if the conſtant Courſe of their Be- 
chaviour will not juſtify them, no Addreſs 
Whatever, tho? full of the ſtrongeſt Ex- 
- preſſions and Proteſtations, would do it; 
dd char if their Conduct in any part 
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of it, had juſtly occafion'd ſuch-Dirt to bs 


caſt, they knew Mankind and the Nature 
of Things too well, to flatrer themſelves 
with the Fhougits that any Addreſs. 
would wipe it offl. > 11 . 
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Again, They conſidered, that they had 


Addreſs'd to this very Purpoſe but two 
Years before, viz. upon the Miſcarriage 
of the French Invaſion upon Scotland; and 
they could not ſee any_Reaſon for a freſi 


. ö | ö 8A „ een, 
dee ente heſe Gentlemen might 
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peculiar Air of Fondnels,. and which are | 
apprehended do either directly or oblique- 
ly bear hard upon the Act of Settlement, 


may 
free 
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(49 
free tem from any Tendency or  Probabi- 
liey of ſuch Miſconſtruction, is the only 
certaite Way todo themſelves Fuftce and, 
at one, to get rid of this Imputation; ; 
and if the Gentlemen I am accounting 
for had underſtood, that either the one or 
— other of theſe had been intended in 
this Addreſs, they would have been far 
from being backward i in concurring in it: 
but they very well knew that this was 
not te beenpected in the preſent Caſe. 
Again, The Nature and Tendency of 
the Modern Addreſſes, and the Uſe 
pg faw made of them, did 125 — 
ly out of Love with Ad ge 
abr" 6 for they obſerv'd, am 
Things, that Rd of com — 2 
ther extremely fomented che 5 un- 
py Piviſias and Aimee of the Na- 


tion; ray; that they were the Grand En- 
— and Inſtruments thereof; and in not a 


W Places, were viſibly and chiefly protno- 
ted by ſuch Perſons, whoſe Talents greatly 

hy in troubling the Waters, and who 
Fortunes did not a little depend Yoon the 
Succeſs of ſo glorious an Ent 8 

Now you are ſo well aeg, Sir, 
with the City- Clergy, as to believe that 
they are uncapable of entring into any 
Meaſures of this kind ; and I am fure you 
a 28 * Numbers of them, who have 
our 


{ 
1 
our unchriſtian Diviſions fo much at 
Heart, and who apprehend the great - 
eſt Danger from them to our Conſti- 
tution both in Church and State, that 
they would ſtand at the greateſt Diſtance 
from whatever they apprehended would 
make them the leaſt acceſſary thereto. 
And whether they are right or wrong in 
fach Apprehenſions, yet 1 know you be- 
Heve them to be honeſter Men than not to 
act conſiſtent with them till they are het- 
ter inform d. This Conſideration, I can 
aſſure you, Sir, was none of the leaſt in 
determining their Behaviour with reſpect 
to the preſent Addreſs. | 1 
And there was another which had al- 
moſt as great, Weight with them as this; 
4 2 the Apprẽhenſions they were un- 
der, that this Addreſs was projected and 
gcqaalculated, N to abet and coun- 
tenance at leaſt, if not to ſpeak the very 
fame Language with the late faſhionable 
Ones, and that it Was intended as a Pat- | 
tern for all the other Biſhops and Clergy | 
of this Church to copy after: now this, 
they thought at beſt, would be lifting 
themſelves in a Quarrel, in which: 77 


could not apprehend they were concern 
and that poſſible, the Litigants on one 
Sicle, might, from a real Senſe either of 
their Weakneſs or Danger, coatrive this 
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Method to hook the Cle rgy.in not out of 
| nu 


any ſincere Regard to the Churches Good, 
ur purely to ſtrengthen, ſupport and 
e 
©" "Beſides, they were not without Intima- 
tion, and that from nocontemptible Hands, 
that the Stile of moſt of the Modern Ad- 


Areſſes had ſubjected the Subſcribers to 


bees, great Danger on many Accounts; 
and whether that was ſo or not, theſe 
Gentlemen could not be without Suſpi- 


Cion that there was Hazard in it; and 


that Conſideration only, was ſufficient to 
teach them Caution ; eſpecially when not 
only themſelves, but ttie whole National 


Clergy might chance to be affected by it. 


And they thought there was'the more 
Weight in this, becauſe this was the very 


firſt Addreſs of the Clergy headed by their 
— Biſhop; and that they were not ignorant 
what conſiderable Influence a thing of 
this kind naturally has to bring all the 
reſt of the Clergy to follow ſo great an 
Example; both of which would have lain 
-as dead Weights upon the City Clergy, 
and made them quſtly chargeable with 


all the fatal Conſequences thereof, if any 


ſuch had enſued. On which account à- 
Jone, if you do not commend, F am con- 
fident, Sir, your Candour is ſo great, that 
you will at leaſt excuſe their Conduct in 
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twin add but one Circumſtance more 
which they could not approve of, in tlie 
Addreſſes no on foot, and which they 
imagin'd this Addreſs, which they were 
now. required. to ſubſcribe, might be de- 
ſign'd to chime in with; which was, their 
concerning themſelves, either openly or 


covertly, with the Parliament and Mini- 


ſry, and pretending to lead and direct 
her Majeſty what to do both with the one 
and the other, Now, this they conceiv'd 


was no part of their Buſineſs, that it was 
going out of their way, and one fort of 


meddling with them who are given to change: 


And if it was in any reſpeQ blameable in 
foreign Princes and States, that are in Al- 


lance with us, they concluded, it would 
be in them an unpardonable Crime. 


I can aſſure you, Sir, there is not one 


* 
* 


2 theſe Gentlemen ſo ignorant, but the) 
now her Majeſty to be a very good 
Judge in her own Affairs; that ſhe is the 
moſt tender indulgent Princeſs that ever 


this Nation or any other was bleſs'd with; 


and that therefore they will havea mighty 


byaſs upon them to put the moſt favou- 


rable Conſtruction on all her Actions, and 


neither be any ways factious or ſeditious 
themſelves, nor encourage it in others: 


But tho” they know, and will by God's 
Aſſiſtance pay all Duty and Obedience, 
'# 5 i : 5 5 C \ 5 


even 
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(10) 
even to their ſubordinate Governours, 
when made, 145 they never heard 992 
Call they had to concern themſelves, ; 
making them, .. Who ſhall be put out Ht | 
who put in is not in thelr CommllMok' 
and whether this arne mall ſit, 9 

another be calbd, they preſume they 120 


nothing to do wich: And therefore oy 
thought they copld not ſhew'themſely: 
too backward in 0 an Ad- 
dreſs, which they knew not, büt f it might 
et it ſelf in Theſe Mattes. Wb 
Tahe ſecond grand ObjeQtior n which they 
had againſt appearing to the Summons, 
was the unuſyal, and as the y thought 5. 
direct, and not very fair Method that 
taken in the Management of this Addrefs. 
For, from the time. they 1 receiv*d the vary 
firſt notice of it, they were told that 
would be brought fairly e 6: oh on the 
Monday following, to the apiter-hou 
at St. Pauls ; and that it was expect 
they ſhould then immediately fi gn 4 boy 
on fi ſame Day, or the Day to llowin 
attend the Biſhop of London With it 
KRenſiugton. 971 I muſt 19207 7 Tron 
_ | You, that, * their ! ether 
1 was n anded mY : is Addreſs 
ſhould be in ſome publick Place, 
in the Interim 5 all Perfobs who pleas'd 
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Was induſtkiouſty kept a Secret, Aber 
from ſome Tru Friends, wh bad Rok 
En and heard if read, 700 had it in their 


| Wi 1 to "ſigh it, 


7780 0 they 9 9 7 take in this 
Aﬀair,; and T was once: of opinion, to 
ee with no Reflection 5055 Ua it, 
| 90 leave you to your qe ol 

ih d Diſcrerian,, not only to dr 
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Mi ecard Ep 
had received a Letter ; 
gate is waited u wh his Lordſhip th -4 
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Cuſtody, til the very omar they, met - 


aſfure you, Sir, was tlie 


what Ife ee the bars Relation of a 

Matter of Fact does afford, but likewiſe 
18 With popu tO whole {Merits of the 

aſe Tam 1 25 to be determiad 


F refore will ac- 
füa iar you, dat Ges 805 tlemen you en- 
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0s 
quire about did not think that chis Was 
treating them well, and 2 75 abſcat- 


ed themſelves for theſe three Reaſons: 4590 
1. Becauſe the 1 thought that this Was 
laying them under a greater Reſtraint 
than "hey coniceiv'd they had reaſon. 40 
expect! in an Affair of this nature, r 
2. Becauſe this was varying from the 
Wotait Method which 'was obſery'd. at 
allt times before, in the like caſes. 
3. Becauſe it was making a Diſtinction 
among the Clergy, when ſome of them 
were deny'd the Favour of ſeeing this Ad- 
dreſs, which was yet readily granted to 
others. - og | 
. Becauſe they thought that this Was 
laying them under a greater Reſtraint, 
than they conceiv'd they had reaſon to ex- 
pect in an Affair of this Importance: For 
this Was not à common fort of Addreſs, 
but very different from 10 that they had 
'before been calb'd to co chr in; 95 for- 
mer Addreſſes being only grounded up wa 
ſome eminent Matter of Fact which rh 
were all well acquaitited' with be 26 
hand; and either to congratulate for 
ſome publick Bleffing, or to _condole for 
ſome general Calami Y, which the whole 
Nation was agreed in, was the only ſub- 
je Martec of all of them; Conſe ueatly 
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2 65 55 0 0 diſcourſe on What they have 
done, but When they cannot avoid it, 
urge nothing by wah of Defence, bur 
pure Incogitancy and Surprize. | 1 can 
aſſure you, Sir, that there is not one of 
cheſe Geptlemen but conceiv'd that this 
Sort of Method was not à treating them 
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heard ; but do you think, Sir, 5 t they 
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Secret, that it was ſo. worded, that none 
of either ſide but might readily ſign it, 

= d that 4 Was 27 in it 
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barely a Vindicatiog of themſelves 
om tlie Aſperſion e e mention d he- 


CHE was not 0 a Was it 1 


great & Secret? If If it would be uni- 


kly expos'd\? And if it was ſure to 
ſo very acceptable when it came 
p, light, how happen har it was hape 
the dark? Ache 
- would an) Gentlemen take 


oreſeen tq he, unleſs 

ad been in à manner conſt frag to it 
ſome Force and Neceſſit7? And 

lat could that Force or N eceſſity 


75 but ſomething in the nature of the 1455 


tels it ſelf, which they were very en- 
le would” never 28, and which 75 
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ons very . reaſon, they Were gt. 70 
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beste and the lle Reflections Vete 
made upon the Management if this 
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more” and more confirm tlie Suſp 008 

at firſt taken, namely, that rd Was 

ſomething in this Addreſs which Was 

not publickly 2 b which it Was 
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not unlikel/ might be apprehended to 
be j 5 liable to exception. N 
I will mention but one Reb 


more that was made upon the Con- 


duct of this matter, which was, tliar 
it could not proceed from the Biſhop of 
London, nor ought it in any Reaſon or 
ood” Manners to be laid at his Lord- 
hip's Door: For that Great and Noble 
Prelate has: too much Honour and 2 
manity to be capable of ſuch a Meua- 
V nor has he in the long Courſe 
of his Government given his Clergy 
the leaſt ground to charge him wit 
any kind of Impoſition upon them. No 
Biſhop has held more uſeful and facherly 
Conferences with his Clergy, than His 


Lordſhip has done, nor has been more 


ready to meet and freely to adviſe With 
them upon all Occaſions of Dificutty 
and Importance: : And had not his 08. 
caſions detain'd him in the Country for 
—_ time after this Addreſs was form- 
ing in Town, his Lordſhip woald un-. 
doubredly have prevented al manner of 
Complaint upon this Head, and order'd 
this Addreſs in ſuch a manner, he 
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gone of his Clergy Sang haye object 
ed again che Method, it they had not 
n A come. into the ' Addreſs. it 
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N And I muſt acquaint you, that there 
is not Wanting Evidence, that when his 
Lorſhip was Frſt mov d ro ſer an Ad. 
dreſs on fgor, tho he readily came in 
10 the Propofal, yet he directed it to 
be dran up only to, ſuch 2 Purport, 
aß might clear up the good Affection 
of his Clergy to the Proteſtant Succeſ- 
Hon: If fo, this, you'll ſay, was a, Di- 
reftion rryly_, becoming dus Lord(hip's 
CharaQer ; but at the ſame time it not 
only fixes ag Imputatioa ſomewhere 
elle, ſeeing other things are foiſted into 
it no ways,..relating to that Subject; 
| Mt likewilt juſtifies. rhe - Saſpicion of 
theſe. Gentlemen, that neither the Body 
of the Addrels, nor the Management of 
it were owing to his Lordſhip. And 
hben they remark'd from what Quarter 
this Addreſs came firſt to be known, 
_ and who they were that appear'd: moſt 
forward in eigen Hands to it, they 
Were not a little confirm'd in this Sui- 
Picion, vi. that tho" my Lord of Lon. 
ons Name was made uſe of, yet there 
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and this I think was alws 
the Congratulatory Addr 
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{The next Thing 1 mentioned, 
ck diſpos d LG Gori to aby 


_ feat themſelves from the Place of Meet» 


ing, and which they could not but dif; 
approve in the Method that. was taken, 
Was, that it was reed New, and that 
it was deviating the conſtant 
Courſe, which was ever obſeryd in 
theſe Caſes before. Yoy muſt know 


that there was two Ways of Proceeding, 


which were never, that can be remem- 
bred, varied from. 


One was, to have no written ſubſerib'd 


Addreſs at all; but to leave my, Lord of 
London to expreſs. the mutual al Seals: of 


himſelf and Clergy, in what uw * 


L all 


es in che late 
Kin {and Queen's Time. 5 
he other was, that when. Fo ww 


| thought fit ſor the Clergy to ſubſcribs 


their Names, a rough Draught of the 
Addreſs was ſent to them, or left at 


Pauli, and convenient Natice given, at 
fame Diſtance of Time before, chat they 
might either alter, add! to, or raſe aut 

ol u, as they ſhould fink fit. 


This was rhe Practice, and is inden 
What is exactly agreeable to that great 
by ſingular Candour, :wherewih ys: 
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Lord of London has conſtantly treated his 
City Clergy. It was particularly ob- 
ſer vid in the laſt Addreſs they were re- 
quir'd to ſubſeribe, viz. that for the 
Miſcarriage! of the Prerender's Attempt 
upon Scotland; and it will not he forgot - 
ten that there was an Omiſſion in it taken 

Notice 8 ſome of the now ab- 
ſenting Clergy; viz. that there was no 
mention made in it of the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion in the Houſe of Hannover, nor 
any Declaration of their ſincere Affection 
for, and inviolable Adherence to it; and 
upon their mentioning it only, a full 
Clauſe to that Purpoſe, was readily in- 
JJͤ ²o 
Now, why was not the ſame Liberty 
granted at this Time as then? What 
Rea ſon was there to change the Method; 
and to do it ſo much for the worſe ? 
Were none to be obliged but one Sort 
of People? And was there a new Poli- 
tick ſtarted/ up that it was neceſſary to 
diſoblige ſome, and the more the better? - 
It will not be pretended but the Nature 
of this Addreſs, was, at leaſt, of as great 
Importance as that laſt mention'd; nay, 
that as great Things depended upon it, 
one Way or other, as upon any one Ad- 
dreſs: they had ever, been conceen'd in 
hefors: it cannot, therefore, but foam 
510.1 5 ur- 


— 


(62 


ſurprizing, that it ſhould, be leſs 1— 
municated than all the reſt. At 

it was thought that the former Cusem | 
was both old and good, and upon both 


Accounts, they goule not; but diſapprove, 
of N e i 2 


am now at le th, come to 
ut 0 Objection theſe —7 Da * 
gainſt the ene Scheme of Proceedings: 
B 5 incl t they took it to — 
ions among the Clergy, 
7 5 yy of them were deny d the 
— of ſceing this Addreſs, Which 
was yet readily granted to, others. I 
was very . notorious that this Addreſs, 
_ been 8388 there . oy 
than one who it, and others 
who Had heard it read for lows Days 
er the Time, of Sung. Thy S Was 
wa'd and n ,ohs d by: t 
Feogl them e in all P ds off the 
own, and by ſome tag, who 1 — 
anner of C 8 nüt proportion o 
thoſe who 1 ur'd a. Sight, of. it, wig 
the utmoſt Sollicitude;; and DEL cannot 
bu think that this muſt be fre ſented to a 
Degree, to 5 themſelves perfectly 45 
mo rr'd of "A [lang ch all but the 
nagers cou id not but think them atleaſt 
ul as Saks, of as they = it 
f gran! 0 N *. in their 
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could abr deetntly accfdie 
ti ir Was wrong, 1 Þ; a 
this Handle,” tho other whith Tre 
offer it ſelf, Was mich nine. 
ly, that it was contriv'd 0 purpo 
 Wotbluide them, Ld: managed in 
Manner, ih ''this hre View, ther 
never tome imb, "Hor "Bate" 1. N 


they 
% do with it Lot this cou 
ca ye fure Way vl 


be reveng'd for” old . 1 
fie a. Chitacket _ oy which, 
this Time ons 
ofbly con dec wool Os he vely, 


viceable'to- chem. 
Eider Ways pas! W fink 
ſtinckiots; and! Ibok'd too much like 
©ofitriviance - o blacten ſothie, who: wer 
fp to find in chen Way, 285 
chien ſelves „ght ſbine with" the grour; 
Effet; and afförded à litky” W 
Rity! tb pictuſte one Soft of- MT in 
mot deform'd Manner, pi that 
other Sort might be the 450 avourites, 
an withbat "Rivals; make i by N 15 
| che butter and Perc atteyrable' 
"Thus, Sir, T fare res 95 | your Fry 
tion, in che beſt Manet 1 am 94 TY 
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in your Opinion, FER POR Ie: 
15 8 eans help 


no m 
We better atid ftron- 
o Reaſons to to 1 for ought 1 
but cheſe were lch as occurꝰd 
to me; and I am ſure your Candour is 
ſo great, that you will not "think the 
worſe ther them or their Cauſe; 
that they have a weak Advoeate do de: 
fendilag 7 
I will only remind'you'of one T 
before 1 take: my Leave; which is, ths 
their Behaviour in this Affair, was very 
— by the Gueſſes and Con- 
. — they made on the Nature and 
| = the intended? Addreſs ; ant 
* 9 they gueſſed and comjectur d 
right, you Will nor be _ to make 5 
udgment 0 e int: 
E 
e the Aber of the "Abſen- 
ting Clergy, which! you deſire ire to de 
ſatisfied? a ut, Lean only tell yöu, that 
there are One Hundred 5 Two Pariſhes 
within the Bills of Mortality, that have 
Incumbents belonging to them, and that 
not ane half of that Number did ſign 
| al Addreſs: But 1 cannot 5 / 
all, or much the Majority of thoſe who 
tid not wok w it, ars to bg rank'd a, 
| Mong ch ole who 5 themſelves 
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chere are At. kaſt, ent f. 
ſorts, that is, in Town 


who are of the. number of th thoſe i 
e have been arguing; I 8 
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the Number they really; were 
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